

9

JESUS – THE SUFFERING SERVANT
MARK14:1-11 (LUKE 10:38-42; JOHN11:1-45)
4 DECEMBER 2011
2ND STREET COMMUNITY CHURCH
JODI HANSEN, MISSIONAL COMMUNITY GROUPS PASTOR
www.2ndstreet.org


Good morning.  It has been a heck of week and I am thankful that we are gathered here this morning.  Today’s message started out as one I have taught before in Coffee Creek Prison and was actually scheduled for me to share with you on 15 January 2012, but when it became clear that Gregg was not going to be able to teach today it made sense that I would share what I had planned for January since it included the text that he had planned for today. 

Well sort of, Gregg had planned for us to look at MARK 14:1-22, but I am going to focus on just MARK 14:1-11 and some parallel passages found in LUKE and in JOHN.  You’re gonna want you Bible out today so that you can follow along as we learn the story of a woman known as Mary of Bethany.

LET’S PRAY

One of the things I love about Scripture is that it is so multi-layered and rich that in order to prepare a Sunday message you kind of have to sit with it and ask God, what do you want me to say?  There is so much that can be said about any given passage of Scripture.  So as I am sitting with God and these texts wondering how the message I shared at Coffee Creek would be applicable to our 2nd Street family, I find myself asking “So what is really going on here on Sunday morning?” 

Is it preaching?  This kind of connotes the prophetic proclamation of the Gospel specifically for our community?  Is it teaching where we work through the Bible to learn more about God?  But there is also this component of a Sunday morning message that is about sharing, where stories and illustrations are used to show what God is doing in our lives and in our midst.  And, while I am pondering this, I remember a conversation I had with Shelly in which she said, “Maybe we should call it shreaching” … SHARING, PREACHING, and TEACHING all in one!  And I realized this is exactly what I hope happens today. 

I hope that as we move through these passages of Scripture that there is a sense where I am proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ and that we are also being taught by the Word of God and that we can share our collective understanding together.  So I thought should give you a heads up that later in the service we are going to have a time of sharing, just be ready for it.  But before that I have a couple questions for you …

WHAT IS THEOLOGY?  WHO IS A THEOLOGIAN?

What is theology?  Who would you consider to be a theologian?  Are theologians just those of us who study the Bible in seminary or some sort of a graduate academic setting?  Are theologians people with amazing gifts of discernment or prophecy?  Are theologians people who really know their Bibles?

Well, if you Google, “what is theology” you will get a ton of answers.  Most of them imply some sort of study – study of God’s Word, study of belief, study of the meaning of life, etc… but I think it is a little more basic than that.  One of my favorite theologians says that whenever we ask “why?” we are doing theology.  When we ask “why” we are ultimately asking that question of God.  

A THEOLOGIAN IS SOMEONE WHO STUDIES GOD AND OUR BELIEFS ABOUT GOD IN ORDER TO KNOW GOD BETTER

The definition that I think I like the best though is one that says, “A theologian is someone who studies God and our beliefs about God in order to know God better.”  That’s what theology is really all about, knowing God.  And, I would add that a good theologian helps others to know God better as well. This isn’t just about doing theology for ourselves.  So let’s start our story in Bethany from the gospel of LUKE and see how a simple woman becomes a great theologian.

LUKE 10:38-42 (NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION)

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]38 Now as they went on their way, He entered a certain village, where a woman named Martha welcomed Him (Jesus) into her home.
39 She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what He was saying.
40 But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to Him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself?  Tell her then to help me.”
41 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things;
42 there is need of only one thing.  Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”

It would be easy to get into a long discussion about this text and what Martha was doing and what Mary was doing, and many Bible studies have done just that.  But that is not our focus for today and I want to point out just a couple of things here for your consideration.  Mary was a woman.  To sit at the feet of a teacher meant that you were a disciple of that teacher.  This is not just about Mary sitting on the floor and Jesus sitting on a chair.

The Greek word for disciple means learner and women were not allowed to be disciples of a rabbi in Jesus day.  Our Lord’s affirmation of her right to be there would have been radical to those who witnessed this event and later by those who read about it in this Gospel. 

The woman who founded the prison ministry with which I serve is fond of saying that there is only one calling and that is to sit at Jesus feet and while we are sitting there, he gives us our assignments.  I love this idea that we can just sit in the presence of God, read the Word or pray and be taught by Jesus as His disciples, no matter who we are.  It is the most important thing that we can do.  He says so in v. 42, “there is need of only one thing…”  

But we are all wired differently.  Some of us live out our call to be a learner through participation in a group Bible study.  Others in our midst have shared with me how they love to meet God on hikes in the wilderness or by walking along the seashore.  It doesn’t matter how we sit at Jesus feet but that we sit at Jesus feet to be his disciples.  I learned in my church history class that Quaker tradition says that God reveals himself through scripture, creation and community.  I love that!  God gives us options for sitting at the feet of Jesus.  But all of us need to carve out that space in our lives put aside our daily tasks and learn to study God so that we can know Him.   

But of all of the ways we learn about God, usually the most lasting and transforming is through our trials.  And once again our heroine shows us how she learned to be a great theologian through her most difficult trial. 

JOHN 11:1-16 (NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION)

1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.
2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped His feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill.
3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom You love is ill.”
4 But when Jesus heard it, He said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”
5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, He stayed two days longer in the place where He was. 
7 Then after this He said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”
8 The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone You, and are You going there again?”
9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight?  Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world.
10 But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.”
11 After saying this, He told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 
12 The disciples said to Him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.”
13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that He was referring merely to sleep.
14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead.
15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

Sometimes the Gospel writers show us how dense the disciples could be.  This is certainly another one of those times where they are not getting it.  The context here is that the disciples want Jesus to rise up as the Messiah they have been expecting – the Messiah who will take over and free Israel from the rule of the Romans and instead they are hiding out and scared.  Whenever you see the term “The Jews” in the book of John it’s important to know that the author is most likely referring to the Jewish leaders who were out to destroy Jesus.  In the midst of all of this, someone Jesus dearly loves dies. 

And after waiting a few extra days Jesus says, “let’s go.”  They balk.  He hits them with this conundrum about traveling by day or by night and Thomas throws a little attitude and says, “Hey let’s just go die with Him!”  Biblical scholars have a lot to say about this passage but I just want to point out a couple of things here.  The Jews that are trying to destroy Jesus are part of the equation.  Don’t forget about them as we move forward.  And, notice in v. 15 what Jesus says, “for your sake I am glad I was not there so that you may believe…”  This is huge!  Jesus is saying He was glad He wasn’t there to stop Lazarus from dying so that YOU my disciples may believe.  

Several years ago when we first moved to Oregon and Dave was in CA trying to sell our house and I was up here working and trying to finish my degree and things were tough for us.  Dave’s aunt Margaret was fond of saying to me ROMANS 8:28 says “God works all things for good those who love God” – all things is a lot of things Jodi and maybe you aren’t the center of it.  I am reminded of the wisdom of Aunt Margaret as I work through this passage.  There is so much going on here and maybe Lazarus death is only part of what God is doing.  Maybe there is work to be done on the belief and understanding of the disciples too?  And, what about those Jews who are trying to stone Jesus?  What’s going on here with them?  It’s complicated.

JOHN 11:17-33 (NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION)

17 When Jesus arrived, He found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days.
18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away,
19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother.
20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met Him, while Mary stayed at home.
21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.
22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.”
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  Those who believe in Me, even though they die, will live,
26 and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.  Do you believe this?”
27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.”
29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to Him.
30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met Him.
31 The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out.  They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 
32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw Him, she knelt at His feet and said to Him, “Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.”
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, He was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.

Remember ROMANS 8:28 says “God works all things for good” … and there is a lot of stuff going on here.  Martha and Mary are gut wrenched.  They have lost their brother. The Jewish leaders are there to console these women in their loss and when Jesus see’s it all He is gut wrenched too.  The Greek words used here for greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved mean to snort with anger; to have indignation on, to blame, to sigh with exasperation, dissatisfaction, irritation, vexation, displeasure, discontent; anger, rage, fury, wrath, resentment.  What could possibly make Jesus react this way?  Death?  Grief?  Pain?  Sinful plotting?  The fact that rescuing and redeeming this broken, sinful world is going to cause Him to suffer and die Himself?

JOHN 11:34-46 (NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION)

34 He said, “Where have you laid him?”  They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.”
35 Jesus began to weep.
36 So the Jews said, “See how He loved him!”
37 But some of them said, “Could not He who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb.  It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it.
39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to Him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.”
40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 
41 So they took away the stone.  And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard Me.
42 I knew that You always hear Me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that You sent Me.”
43 When He had said this, He cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”
44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth.  Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in Him.
46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what He had done. 

Brothers and sisters as I sat with this text these past couple of days asking God, Lord what do you want me to say on Sunday.  The Lord brought to my mind so many things that are going in our midst.  We have folks here who have lived or are living through the same kind of deep grief and confusion that Mary and Martha are living through in our passage.  When Mary and Martha state, “Lord if you had been here, my brother would not have died.”  They are essentially saying, “Lord, where were you?”

And yet we see in the layers of this text Jesus knew what was to happen all along and repeatedly in this chapter of John we see our Lord saying things like, “did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?  For your sake I am glad I wasn’t there … Rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”  Jesus knew He had to do something to get those Jews moving forward on their plan to kill Him, because ultimately He came to fulfill the plan to redeem this entire broken world and their plotting was all part of the bigger plan.  And when He saw those whom He loved so much gut wrenched in their pain, He was gut wrenched too.  

Brothers and sisters please don’t ever doubt that that when we ask God …

· “Where were you?”
· “Where were You when my child was molested?”
· “Where were You when my baby was born imperfect, sick, disabled?”
· “Where were You when my husband cheated on me?”
· “Where were You when I lost my job, my house?”
· “Where were You when my daughter went off the deep end and rejected our family?”
· “Where were You when my sister committed suicide?”
· “Where were You when my husband slipped into mental illness caused by the trauma of serving his country in wartime?”
· “Where were You when my son was incarcerated, when my teenager tried drugs for the first time?”

And the list goes on and on.

· “Where were You?!  If You had been here, this wouldn’t have happened.  Where were You God?” 

This is us.  These are our stories.  This passage shows us so beautifully that when that when we hurt, our Lord is right there angry and grieving and gut wrenched with us.  He is immensely distraught that we, whom He loves, live in a painful, sinful, broken world.  He loves us so much that it drove Him to voluntarily hang on a cross and die to redeem our pain, our world and us.  He is on a redemption mission and He will not let anything deter him from it.  God has a plan; it’s complex and involves working all things together and one day all things will be made new.  One day…   

And now we get to our previously scheduled text

MARK 14:1-11 (NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION)

1 It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread.  The chief priests and the scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill Him;
2 for they said, “Not during the festival, or there may be a riot among the people.” 
3 While He was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at the table, a woman (we know from the Gospel of John that this woman is our Mary) came with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment on His head.
4 But some were there who said to one another in anger, “Why was the ointment wasted in this way?
5 For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.”  And they scolded her. 
6 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her?  She has performed a good service for Me.
7 For you always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always have Me.
8 She has done what she could; she has anointed My body beforehand for its burial.
9 Truly I tell you, wherever the good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.” 
10 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief priests in order to betray Him to them.
11 When they heard it, they were greatly pleased, and promised to give him money.  So he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 

In this passage we see that the Jews are still scheming for a way to kill Jesus and we are at this dinner gathering where, I have wonder if the twelve at the table were still speculating on how Jesus was going to rise up and free Israel from Roman rule.  In MARK 10 Jesus told them what was going to happen, that He was going to Jerusalem, He would be handed over, He would die and then rise again and right after saying this Mark tells us that James and John send their mother to ask Jesus to put them at His right and left hand.  You need to understand, everything in the Hebrew psyche - their history and their scripture prophesies was telling them the Messiah would come and over throw the Romans and establish the kingdom of Israel forever.  They just couldn’t see beyond this to what was really going on.  

And then this woman comes in to this dinner party with a very expensive jar of perfumed burial ointment, cracks it open and pours it on Jesus’ head.  Awkward!  

And though others at this party scold her, Jesus affirms her action and once again tries to tell them what is going to happen.  “She is anointing my body for burial.  You will not always have me.”  

Mary of Bethany a learner in the school of Jesus, a disciple who cried out, “Lord if You had been here, my brother would not have died!”  Mary of Bethany who watched God’s glory displayed in Jesus as he brought her brother back to life.  Mary of Bethany an average, 1st-Century Jewish woman was the only theologian who understood the Messiah must die to redeem His people.  So, she spends what is equal to about $30K in our day and boldly anoints the Lord, because despite all the wrong theology around her - she gets it.

She knows God and she see’s what is coming next and she trusts that “Jesus is working all things for good.”  The Lord commends her for it.  Three of the gospel writers record this incident about this woman and Jesus asks you and I to remember her whenever we hear the good news proclaimed.  And if when look at vv. 10-11 we see Mary’s theological understanding coming to fruition when Judas takes off to plan the betrayal. 

She has studied at the feet of her Lord.  She has lived through pain and aguish and seen the power of God.  She has considered her own beliefs about God and witnessed Jesus correct those around her with wrong belief and she is so sure of what she now knows to be true that she is willing to boldly proclaim it in a public forum.  Wow.  Now this is good theology.  What a theologian!  She inspires me to sit at Jesus feet and to study God in all the ways He is revealed to us.  She inspires me to trust God when the hour is dark and I am asking “why?”  and “where are You?”  This theologian inspires me to study God and our beliefs about God in order to know God better.  She makes me want to know God.

A THEOLOGIAN IS SOMEONE WHO STUDIES GOD AND OUR BELIEFS ABOUT GOD IN ORDER TO KNOW GOD BETTER.

Now here comes the sharing part I told you about earlier.  How does Mary inspire you?  Has God put something on your heart today that you can share with us to inspire us, to encourage us, or to challenge us?  As we are gathered here today let’s take this moment to do some theology together, as a community.  We need to hear from each other to know God better.  So, please come up to microphone so that everyone present can hear you.  Let me start this time together with a prayer and then Shelly will end our time by leading us in some more music.

LET’S PRAY
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